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July 8, 1904 



ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels — Unity of human and 
bovine tuberculosis. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, June 13, as follows: Dur- 
ing the week ended June 11, 1904, the following ships were inspected 
at Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 
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The unity of human and bovine tuberculosis. 

The British Royal Commission has published, under date of June 1, 
1904, a report of investigations and experiments from which the con- 
clusion is drawn that human tuberculosis can not be distinguished from 
the bovine form of the disease. The decision is of great interest as an 
official pronouncement against the theory of the duality of human and 
bovine tuberculosis. The announcement of the theory of duality made 
by Koch at the tuberculosis conference at London in 1901 created a 
decided impression throughout the world, and especially in the coun- 
tries where large sums of money are spent in the inspection of beef 
for the detection of tuberculous lesions, a practice having important 
economic bearing as tending to raise the price of meat and dairy prod- 
ucts. The matter was again brought up at the tuberculosis congress 
at Berlin, where Koch made a statement reaffirming the position he 
had taken the year before to the effect that it had not been proved that 
man can be directly infected by the tuberculosis of animals; that in 
the cases adduced in support of this theory it had not been shown that 
no other source of infection was possible, and that many of the cases 
brought forth to support the theory of unity tend on the contrary to 
upset the notion. The general tendency of opinion at the Berlin con- 
gress was that, pending decisive knowledge in the matter, a continuance 
of vigilance against animal tuberculosis was advisable. The wisdom 
of this opinion is upheld in the decision just announced by the British 
commission appointed to inquire into the matter. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Monterey — Sanitary work directed by superior board of 
health — Quarantine against Tampico. 

Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, June 25, as follows: 
The sanitary work which at the time of my report of June 9 was 
under the direction of the State board of health is now directed by 
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the superior board of health of Mexico, and is being carried on by a 
corps consisting of 2 medical officers, acting as delegates of the 
superior board of health, 4 inspectors of the first class, 4 of the 
second, and 8 of the third. * * * 

What practically amounts to a quarantine is now in force against 
Tampico. It was put on about the middle or latter part of May, and 
is conducted as follows: All passengers leaving Tampico are there 
inspected just before leaving and their names and destinations regis- 
tered. The authorities at Victoria, Linares,, and Monterey are notified 
and at these points the passengers are reinspected and kept under sur- 
veillance at their homes or hotels at their destination, daily, for a 
period of five days from the time of leaving Tampico. 

I understand that a detention camp is being established at Gonsalez, 
61 miles out of Tampico, not at Forlan, as originally planned, where 
those with suspicious symptoms will be detained for observation. 

Report from Veracruz — Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever on stew/i- 
ship Vigilancia, from Progreso — Mosquitoes. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lumsden reports, June 20, as follows: 

During the week ended June 18, 1904, 6 vessels bound for United 
States ports were inspected and given bills of health. 

During the week there were recorded in the city of Veracruz 30 
deaths (48 per 1,000 annual death rate) from all causes including 1 
from pernicious fever, 1 from remittent fever, and 8 from tuber- 
culosis. 

One new case of yellow fever was reported. The case was in the 
person of a second-class passenger on the American steamship Vigi- 
lancia, which vessel arrived here on the morning of June 17. The 
man became infected in Merida, where, I am informed, he lived at a 
house in which there was a case of yellow fever. He was in Merida 
six or eight days and went from there to Progreso, where he went 
immediately aboard the steamer. He became ill on the night of June 
15, a few hours after the steamer left Progreso. On arrival here the 
case was suspected by the local authorities to be one of yellow fever, 
and the man was sent to the screened ward at San Sebastian Hospital. 
The diagnosis was made and the case officially reported to be one of 
yellow fever on June 18. The Mexican sanitary officials have fumi- 
gated the second-class passenger compartment of the vessel, and the 
entire vessel will be fumigated under my supervision on June 20, 
when all cargo liable to be damaged by sulphur dioxide will have been 
discharged. 

Occasional showers have occurred in this vicinity during the week. 
There is an apparent marked increase in the number of mosquitoes, 
particularly those of the species stegomyia f asciata. From a few obser- 
vations which I have made I am convinced that a great many of the 
mosquitoes in this city breed in the water tanks on the roofs of houses. 
The water from time to time is pumped from the mains into these 
tanks and from them distributed to the houses. On frequent occasions 
recently 1 have found larvae in the water served to the rooms of guests 
at one of the principal hotels of Vera Cruz. 



